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Leadership
The board and officers of the Cheboygan County Community Foundation, Inc. are all private sector, non-paid volunteers who bring 
their talent, energy, and knowledge to the mission of the organization.
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A Message From Our Chairman

Dawn Bodnar, Chairperson
Michele Andrews, Vice-Chairperson
Brian Groff, Treasurer
Meg Goslin, Secretary

Greetings!
On behalf of the entire Cheboygan County Community Foundation Board, I wish to express my heartfelt gratitude for your 
continued trust, investment, and passion for our shared home—Cheboygan County. Your support reflects the same deep 
love for this community that inspires our work every day.
Our mission is to strengthen the economic and community development of Cheboygan County. Guided by our vision, we 
work to create jobs, expand educational opportunities, grow tourism, support local businesses, and enhance the economic 
well-being of the county we all care so deeply about. Our values focus on developing sustainable funding sources and 
building a strong endowment program to ensure long-term success for generations to come.
This past year brought meaningful accomplishments—from supporting key community initiatives to investing in projects 
that fuel growth, learning, and opportunity. Each success reflects your commitment and our shared dedication to creating a 
stronger, more vibrant Cheboygan County.
This year also marks an important transition in leadership. We are pleased to welcome John Wheaton as our new Executive 
Director. John brings passion, experience, and a steadfast commitment to the betterment of our county, and we look 
forward to the energy and vision he will bring to the role.
We also extend our deepest appreciation to Annette Eustice, who has served as Executive Director for the past two years. 
Her leadership and guidance have benefited the Foundation immensely, and we are truly grateful for the dedication she has 
shown. We are delighted to welcome Annette to our Board of Directors and are thankful for her continued involvement and 
service.
As we enter the holiday season, I wish you and your families a safe, joyful, and peaceful celebration.
With optimism and shared purpose, we look forward to building on this year’s achievements and celebrating even greater 
successes across Cheboygan County in 2026.
With gratitude,

Dawn Bodnar
Chairman of the Board
Cheboygan County Community Foundation

Jamie McClintic 
Brandy Mulak
Marianne Ray
John Wheaton, Executive Director

Richard B. Sanford, President Emeritus
James Conboy, Director Emeritus 

David Butts, CFP, CMFC, Past President
Joanne Welihan, Past President

Susan Eno, Past President
Noreen Keating, Past President

Please join us in warmly welcoming Meg Goslin, Brandy Mulak, and Jamie McClintic to the Cheboygan County Community 
Foundation Board! We are excited to have their energy, expertise, and dedication joining our team as we continue working to 
strengthen our community and support the growth of Cheboygan County.
If you are interested in serving on our Board and helping make a difference in our community, please reach out to Tom Eustice 
for more information.

Welcome New BOD Members

Big Impact. Local Change. Lasting Results.

The Cheboygan County Community Foundation is proud to announce that we’ve awarded 
$87,041 in 2025 Community Grants!
These funds directly support local initiatives that align with our mission —to create jobs, improve educational opportunities, 
increase tourism, expand retail and commercial offerings, and enhance the economic health of Cheboygan County. Every 
grant we award helps strengthen the heartbeat of our community by empowering local leaders, supporting entrepreneurs, 
and investing in projects that make Cheboygan County a better place to live, work, and visit.
Here’s a look at the impactful projects we’ve supported this year:

Y Cheboygan Area Chamber of Commerce ($5,000) – Leadership Cheboygan 2025
Empowering the next generation of leaders to shape our community’s future. 

Y Cheboygan Cycle Works ($2,500) – Bike Rentals
Promoting outdoor recreation, health, and tourism through accessible biking opportunities.

Y Cheboygan Area Chamber of Commerce ($5,541) – Cheboygan Bucks 2025 
Strengthening local businesses by encouraging residents to shop local. 

Y Mackinaw City Chamber of Commerce ($5,000) – 2025 BOGO Program
Boosting tourism and small business through creative local promotions.

Y North Central Michigan College ($10,000) – Fast Track Program
Helping students and adult learners gain in-demand skills for workforce success. 

Y Straits Area School of Cosmetology ($5,000) – Start-Up Grant
Supporting career training and entrepreneurship for local students.

Y Cheboygan Area Visitors Bureau ($3,000) – Tap Into the Trails
Expanding tourism and community wellness by enhancing local trail systems.

Y City of Cheboygan ($50,000) – Crib Project
Preserving local history and revitalizing Cheboygan’s waterfront for future generations.

Y Tristen Stead ($1,000) – Passeno Scholarship Recipient
Investing in the next generation through educational opportunity.

At the Cheboygan County Community Foundation, we believe in investing where it matters most right here at home. Each 
grant represents a partnership with local organizations and individuals working together to build a stronger, more vibrant 
Cheboygan County.
If you’d like to contribute to our mission or learn more about our impact, please visit www.cheboyganfoundation.org. 
Together, we’re creating a brighter future for our community.

• David & Patricia Hubbard
• Philip & Mary Jo Welch
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• Tom & Annette Eustice
• Walstrom Marine
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• Dave & Brenda Butts
• Ken & Barbara Bernstein
• Tom & Mary O’Hare
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• Dirk Hoffius
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• Stephen Hoffius
• Derrick Olzack
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• Boyd & Sandra Andrews
• Patricia Gildner
• W. Kent VanAllen Jr.

• Paul & Donna Myers
• Marty & Mary Lou Andrews
• Tromble Family Foundation
• Richard & Cherill Crager
• Douglass Bailey
• Fraternal Order of Eagles
• Matt & Lisa Keene
• Noyes & Elizabeth Avery

We would like to recognize this special group of 
donors who gifted $500 or more to the 

Cheboygan County Community  Foundation.
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Hollywood Nights Gala Raises $30,000 to Strengthen 
Cheboygan County’s Future

The Cheboygan County Community Foundation has a great volunteer 
initiative—and we’d love for you to be part of it! By becoming a 
“Shipmate,” you can play an active role in supporting the continued 
economic and community growth of Cheboygan County.

�tĽs - funķ le-nin]fuѴķ -n7 Ye�i0Ѵe �-� to ]et in�oѴ�e7Ōperfe1t for -n�one 
who wants to make a positive impact without a major time commitment.
Your involvement helps fuel opportunities, strengthen local initiatives, and 
support the long-term success of the county we all care deeply about.
Ready to climb aboard?  Join us as a CCCF Shipmate and help us continue 
shaping a stronger, brighter Cheboygan County!

The Cheboygan County Community Foundation rolled out the red carpet for its 
biannual Hollywood Nights Gala, held in October, at the K of C Hall. The event 
brought together community members, business leaders, and supporters for an 
e�enin] of eѴe]-n1eķ entert-inlentķ -n7 ]enerosit� r-isin] -ppro�il-teѴ� ŪƒƏķƏƏƏ to 
further the Foundation’s mission of creating jobs, improving educational opportunities, 
in1re-sin] tourislķ e�p-n7in] ret-iѴ -n7 1oller1i-Ѵ offerin]sķ -n7 enh-n1in] the 
overall economic health of Cheboygan County.
�uests enfo�e7 - fuѴѴŊ1ourse 7innerķ Ѵi�e lusi1ķ entert-inlentķ -n7 - 7�n-li1 li� of 
live and silent auctions that kept the energy high all evening. The event captured the 
spirit of community collaboration, with every detail from the dé cor to the program 
reYe1tin] the he-rt -n7 pri7e of �he0o�]-n �ount�ĺ

$he 
oun7-tion e�ten7s he-rtfeѴt th-nks to -ѴѴ �oѴunteers -n7 0o-r7 lel0ers �hose Ѵe-7ership -n7 te-l�ork l-7e the 
e�enin] - resoun7in] su11essķ -s �eѴѴ -s to the or]-ni�-tions ne� ��e1uti�e Dire1tor �ohn )he-tonķ �ho ser�e7 -s �-ster of 
Ceremonies and helped lead the event to new heights.
Special appreciation goes to the event’s generous sponsors who helped make the night possible. 
Proceeds from Hollywood Nights will directly support local scholarships, classroom innovation grants, workforce development 
programs, and community improvement projects each aligned with the Foundation’s mission to strengthen the social and 
economic fabric of Cheboygan County.
ľ$hese fun7s represent lore th-n - 7oѴѴ-r -lountķĿ s-i7 ��e1uti�e Dire1tor �ohn )he-tonĺ ľ$he� represent opportunit� for 
students, small businesses, and community initiatives that move Cheboygan forward. Every sponsor, volunteer, and guest 
played a part in building a stronger future for our county.”

)hen Ѵo1-Ѵ p-rtnerships 1ole to]etherķ rel-rk-0Ѵe thin]s h-ppenŌhistor� is honore7ķ 1ollunit� is stren]thene7ķ -n7 our 
future shines a little brighter.
)e -re honore7 to sh-re th-t Walstrom Marine has gifted the historic Ottawa Tug Boat, built in 1 9 1 4 , to the Cheboygan 
�ount� �ollunit� 
oun7-tionķ -Ѵon] �ith - ]enerous ŪƔķƏƏƏ 7on-tion to heѴp fueѴ our lission of 0uiѴ7in] - thri�in] -n7 
connected Cheboygan County.
This remarkable gift—now purchased by the Singer family, owners of Kling' s Auto Recycling—is far more than the transfer of 
-n i1oni1 �esseѴĺ �t s�l0oѴi�es sh-re7 purposeķ 1ollunit� pri7eķ -n7 - 1oѴѴe1ti�e 1ollitlent to �he0o�]-nĽs futureĺ )ith 
support like this, the Foundation continues to champion local initiatives that uplift our region and honor its legacy.
$he �he0o�]-n �ount� �ollunit� 
oun7-tion e�ists toĹ
¶ Create Jobs
¶ Improve Educational Opportunities
¶ Increase Tourism
¶ ��p-n7 !et-iѴ -n7 �oller1i-Ѵ �fferin]s
¶ Enhance the Economic Health of Cheboygan County

$o )-Ѵstrol �-rineķ the Sin]er f-liѴ�ķ -n7 e�er� 
partner who believes in this community—Thank You. 
Your investment helps ensure Cheboygan’s history is 
preserved, its present is strengthened, and its future 
continues to rise with possibility.
Together, we’re charting a powerful course forward—and 
keeping Cheboygan’s spirit sailing strong.

Walstrom Marine Partnership
Anchored in Community — A Legacy That Lives On!

¶ Volunteer at CCCF fundraisers
¶ Attend Business After Hours events that feature the Foundation 
¶ Help share our mission throughout the community
¶ �ontri0ute Ѵess th-n ƑƏ hours per �e-r

What does a Shipmate do?

Become a “Shipmate” and Help Steer 
Cheboygan County Forward!

Printing made possible by a generous contribution from:

ƐƐƓƏƐ �ĺ Str-its Hi]h�-� Ŏ �he0o�]-n �� ƓƖƕƑƐ

Mission:  To strengthen the economic and community development of Cheboygan County.
Vision:  �he0o�]-n �ount� �ollunit� 
oun7-ঞon is foun7e7 to 1re-te fo0sķ ilpro�e e7u1-ঞon-Ѵ 
opportuniঞesķ in1re-se tourislķ e�p-n7 the ret-iѴ -n7 1oller1i-Ѵ o@erin]s -n7 enh-n1e the e1onoli1 
health of Cheboygan County
�he0o�]-n �ount� �ollunit� 
oun7-ঞonķ �� �o� ƓƖƓķ �he0o�]-nķ ��  ƓƖƕƑƐ
���ĺ1he0o�]-nfoun7-ঞonĺor]  Ŏ  ���
oun7-ঞonƏƐŠ]l-iѴĺ1ol  Ŏ  $eѴephoneĹ  ƑƒƐŊƒƒƒŊѵƐƖƐ
��e1uঞ�e Dire1torĹ �ohn )he-ton

The Passeno Scholarship Fund was formed in memory of Clinton Passeno, who attended Cheboygan Area High School and 
e�1eѴѴe7 in the -utoloti�eķ �eѴ7in] -n7 0uiѴ7in] tr-7es pro]r-lsķ -n7 �o0 �-ssenoķ �Ѵintonŝs f-therĺ �-1h �e-r - s1hoѴ-rship 
of ŪƐķƏƏƏ �iѴѴ 0e pro�i7e7 to - ]r-nt -ppѴi1-nt to 0e use7 to pur1h-se tooѴs -n7 etuiplent retuire7 for the stu7entŝs 1hosen 
career. Tools may include welding tools, construction tools, and tools needed for computer programs, dental or medical 
pro]r-lsķ et1ĺ $o 0e eѴi]i0Ѵeķ stu7ents lust h-�e e-rne7 -t Ѵe-st - ƑĺƏ ��� -t �he0o�]-n �re- Hi]h S1hooѴĺ 
The first scholarship was awarded to Tristan Stead and was used for tools to be used in the welding program at Ferris State 
University. Students may apply for this scholarship through the Cheboygan High School guidance office who then provides 
the applications to the Cheboygan County Community Foundation for review.  
$he ne�t s1hoѴ-rship 1�1Ѵe �iѴѴ 0e]in in �-nu-r� ƑƏƑѵĺ $he s1hoѴ-rship �iѴѴ 0e presente7 -t the �he0o�]-n �re- Hi]h S1hooѴ 
]r-7u-tion in �-� ƑƏƑѵĺ

Inaugural Passeno Scholarship Awarded

�s the �e-r 7r-�s to - 1Ѵoseķ �e in�ite �ou to 1onsi7er l-kin] - �e-rŊen7ķ t-�Ŋ7e7u1ti0Ѵe 7on-tion to the 
oun7-tionĺ +our 
generosity directly supports the programs, projects, and long-term investments that strengthen Cheboygan County and help 
ensure - 0ri]ht future for the 1ollunit� �e -ѴѴ Ѵo�eĺ )e rel-in 1ollitte7 to 0rin]in] ne� opportunitiesķ resour1esķ -n7 
growth to our county—and we can only do it with your support.

Investing in Cheboygan’s Future The Cheboygan County Community Foundation sincerely thanks Alice Fernelius and 
Patricia Gildner for their many years of dedicated service on our Board. After fulfilling 
their board commitment, we honor both Alice and Patricia' s unwavering support, 
thoughtful guidance, and steadfast commitment to our community. Their contributions 
have made a lasting impact on the work of the Foundation and the lives of those in 
�he0o�]-n �ount�ĺ )e -re truѴ� ]r-tefuѴ for their Ѵe-7ership -n7 tireѴess 7e7i1-tionĺ

Alice Fernelius & Patricia Gildner Step Down from 
CCCF Board of Directors

Alice Fernelius Patty Gildner

Create a Lasting Legacy for 
Cheboygan County

Your support 
can help secure 
the economic 
future and growth 
of Cheboygan 
County for 
generations to 
come.

By contributing to the Cheboygan County 
Community Foundation Endowment 
Fund, you’re investing in long-term 
community development, creating jobs, 
e�p-n7in] e7u1-tion-Ѵ opportunitiesķ -n7 
strengthening local businesses.
Leave a legacy that will continue to make a 
difference—support the Endowment Fund 
today.




